
 UTAH STATE LEGISLATURE  2017  GENERAL SESSION     

OFF ICE  OF  THE  LEGI SLATIVE  F I SCAL  ANALYST  - 1 - JANUARY 23,  2017,  9:17  AM 

LFA 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES 

 

WORKFORCE SERVICES  

 

SOCIAL SERVICES APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

STAFF: HECTOR ZUMAETA SANTIAGO 
I S S U E  B R I E F  

SUMMARY  

Utah Code Annotated, Section 63J-5-201, states: “The Legislative Fiscal Analyst shall submit a federal funds request 

summary for each agency to the legislative appropriations subcommittee responsible for that agency’s budget for 

review during each annual general session. Each legislative appropriations subcommittee shall review the federal 

funds request summary and may recommend that the agency accept the federal funds or participate in the federal 

program for the fiscal year under consideration; or recommend that the agency not accept the federal funds or 

participate in the federal program for the fiscal year under consideration.”  The Department of Workforce Services 

anticipates a supplemental increase of $35,500,100 to federal funds for FY 2017 and total federal funds of 

$709,858,600 in FY 2018.  Federal stimulus money (ARRA) is discussed in a separate Issue Brief entitled: “ARRA 

Funds Approval - Department of Workforce Services.”  The estimate of these federal funds is subject to any subsequent 

actions taken by the Legislature with regard to reductions in state appropriations. 

LEG ISLATIV E ACTION  

 The Analyst recommends that the Subcommittee direct the Department of Workforce Service to accept all 

federal funds as listed in this brief.   

D I SCUSSION AND  ANALYSIS  

Overview 

The Department of Workforce Services anticipates a supplemental increase of $35,500,100 of federal funds for FY 

2017 and total federal funds of $709,858,600 in FY 2018.  Federal stimulus money (ARRA) is discussed in a separate 

Issue Brief entitled: “ARRA Funds Approval - Department of Workforce Services.” 

FY 2017 Supplemental 

Operations and Policy FY 2017 – Supplemental 
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 Housing and Community Development FY 2017 – Supplemental 

 

Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund FY 2017 – Supplemental 
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 FY 2018  

The tables below show the federal assistance applications for fiscal year 2018 for the Department of Workforce 

Services by budget line item (tables are from forms that the Department of Workforce Services submits to the 

Governor’s Office on an annual basis).  The Department indicates that there are no new grants to the State of Utah in 

the tables below. Where applicable there is a discussion beneath each line item of: (1) federal grant reserves over 3 

months and (2) spending plans and other potential uses for federal block grants.  Three months or more of federal 

reserves was chosen because the Legislature ended FY 2015 with a nonlapsing balance of $7.8 million on a total 

budget of $26.0 million.  This represents about 30% of the total budget or about three months.  In general, federal 

block grants cannot be used to draw down additional federal funds.  Any requests for funding that draw down 

federal funds are automatically excluded as potential uses for block grants. 

Unemployment Insurance FY 2018 – All Grants 

 

Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund FY 2018 – All Grants 

 

Unemployment Compensation Fund FY 2018 – All Grants 
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 Housing and Community Development FY 2018 – All Grants 
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 Housing and Community Development FY 2017 – Federal Reserves Over Three Months 

 

Housing and Community Development FY 2018 – Federal Block Grants  

The Department is not aware of any building blocks in the Governor’s budget (http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-

content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf) that could be funded with the 

block grants below:     

1. Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) $23,673,200 

a. Energy Coordinating Council approves distribution of funds amongst applicants based on federal 

formula.   

2. Community Development $5,128,800 

a. A committee of local government officials decides which housing end economic projects to fund for 

people with moderate or low income.   

3. Community Services $344,200 

a. Community action programs statewide receive money based on a federal formula to do community-

based activities to reduce poverty.   

State Small Business Credit Initiative Program Fund FY 2018 – All Grants 

 

  

http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
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 State Small Business Credit Initiative Program Fund FY 2017 – Federal Reserves Over Three Months 

 

Operations and Policy FY 2018 – All Grants 
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Operations and Policy FY 2018 – Federal Block Grants  

The Operations and Policy line item has two block grants: 

1. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) at $101,893,600 

(https://jobs.utah.gov/edo/stateplans/tanfstateplan.pdf. The Department is not aware of any of its building 

blocks in the Governor’s budget (http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-

Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf) that could be funded with this block grant.     

2. Child Care Development $77,289,900 - The Department is not aware of any of its building blocks in the 

Governor’s budget (http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-

Recommendations.pdf) that could be funded with this block grant.     

a. Federal requirements to spend a minimum percentage on subsidies and a minimum amount on 

other activities.  

Operations and Policy FY 2017 – Federal Reserves Over Three Months 

https://jobs.utah.gov/edo/stateplans/tanfstateplan.pdf
http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
http://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2016/12/FY-2018-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
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 Administration FY 2018 – All Grants 
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 Office of Child Care FY 2018 – All Grants 
 

 
 
 Nutritional Assistance FY 2018 – All Grants 
 

 

Utah State Office of Rehabilitation FY 2018 – All Grants 
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 Subcommittee Options for These Federal Grants 

As per UCA 63J-5-201 the subcommittee has at least the following three options:  

1. “Recommend that the agency accept the federal funds or participate in the federal program for the fiscal year 

under consideration” 

2. “Recommend that the agency not accept the federal funds or participate in the federal program for the fiscal 

year under consideration.” 

3. Direct the agency to accept some, but not all of the federal funds listed above 

Grants Subject to Approval by the Executive Appropriations Committee 

As per UCA 63J-5-204 grants received after this approval process by the subcommittee that meet any of the following 

three criteria must be approved by the Executive Appropriations Committee: 

1. More than $1,000,000 up to $10,000,000 

2. Add 1 to 10 permanent or part-time employees 

3. Require any State match up to $1,000,000 

Grants Subject to Approval by the Full Legislature 

As per UCA 63J-5-204 grants received after this approval process by the subcommittee that meet any of the following 

three criteria must be approved by the full Legislature: 

1. Above $10,000,000 

2. Add 11 or more permanent or part-time employees 

3. Require any State match above $1,000,000 

Additional Information About Federal Funds 

 For more information on federal block grants in the Social Services Appropriations Subcommittee, please 

visit the brief entitled “How Federal Block Grant Spending is Approved” available at 

http://le.utah.gov/interim/2016/pdf/00004112.pdf  

 The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) includes more detail on each program.   You can access 

additional information for the various programs online at www.cfda.gov and searching by CFDA number.   

 www.usaspending.gov - federal government reporting requirements for designated grants over $25,000.   

 “Federal Funding in the States” by the Council of State Governments - 

http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/content/federal-funding-states   

 

http://le.utah.gov/interim/2015/pdf/00004112.pdf
http://www.cfda.gov/
http://www.usaspending.gov/
http://knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/content/federal-funding-states

